
News

As I sift through my thoughts at 
this historic time of my life, my 
h e a r t i s f u l l o f j o y a n d 
appreciation over a career of 
teaching and sharing 
of l i fe pr incip les 
which the Lord has 
i m p a r t e d t o u s 
through His word!

Let me make it clear. 
Nothing lasting or 
i m p o r t a n t w a s 
accomplished by the 
work of Harold. All 
the recognition and 
praise goes to my 
Lord and Savior who 
has been my loving Great 
Shepherd since I invited Him to 
come into my life when I was 
e i g h t y e a r s - o l d . H e h a s 
shepherded me, protected me, 
taught me, guided me, provided 
for my needs, disciplined me, 
and much more through these 
years. Praise His holy name! ItÕs 
true! ÒFor it is God who works in 
[me] both to will and to do of his 

good pleasure. (Phil. 2:13 NIV). 
He has used this child of His, 
and I am thankful. Almighty 
God certainly is the Ògood 

shepherdÓ we see in 
Psalm 23. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , 
countless times in 
my life I have faced 
what have seemed 
to be unconquerable 
b a r r i e r s a n d 
opposition. In my 
spirit I cried out to 
G o d a n d t h e 
boulders and walls 
have crumbled, the 

path has been cleared, and the 
Lord has guided me along the 
path to light and life.  He is 
Omnipotent God! Nothing is too 
hard for Him.

New Beginnings

After 33 years I have stepped 
down from my role as Executive 
Director, and January 1st I 
became the director emeritus. I 
also resigned my role on the 
Board of Directors, and at our 
last board meeting, the SONlight 
Board confirmed this change in 
direction, and also voted to 
confirm David Tate as the new 
Executive Director of SONlight.
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A Fond Farewell - from Harold Tate

Harold and Pauline Tate

Harold served the Lord 

with SONlight faithfully for 

33 years. Pray for the 

Lord’s continued blessings 

of health and provision.

713 -932 -9393
son l igh t@sonspo t s .o rg
www.SONspo t s .o rg
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January Broadcast Calendar

In Houston and surrounding areas at 

6:15pm and 9:55pm on KHCB 105.7 

If you read history you will 
find that the Christians who 
did most for the present world 
were precisely those who 
thought most of the next. It is 
since Christians have largely 
ceased to think of the other 
world that they have become 
so ineffective in this.

C. S. Lewis

I will sing continually about 
the LordÕs faithful deeds;

to future generations I will 
proclaim your faithfulness.

For I say, ÒLoyal love is 
permanently established;

in the skies you set up your 
faithfulness.Ó

Psalms 89:1-2 NET

Pray for David Tate as he is 

taking on the rest of the 
responsibilities for this ministry. 
Pray for his direction as he seeks 
the LordÕs desires for SONlight.

«   »
SONlight needs a Mac desktop 

computer. Pray for someone to 
be led to meet this urgent need.

«   »
The SONlight board meets on 
January 12th and will be looking 
at the annual budget and 

determining how long David 
can be paid full salary. Pray for 
wisdom and insight into what 
the Lord is doing at SONlight, 

and for clear guidance.

Pray for the LordÕs financial 

provision for David and his 
family as he serves full-time. 

«   »
Pray that SONlight is able to get 
our messages broadcast into 
new areas of the world. We are 

passionate about reaching 
Africa, and are praying the Lord 
also creates opportunities in 
other parts of the world.

Praise

We were able to purchase the 
needed portable digital recorder 
for only $50, and now will not 

have the limitations of just 
borrowing one.

Pray for SONlight

facebook.com/sonspots

sonspots.org/blog



The thirty-three year history of 
f o u n d i n g a n d b e g i n n i n g 
SONlight gives ample evidence 
of many times when the Lord 
shepherded us along the path to 
accomplish His purpose. He first 
gave us one station in Houston, 
Texas and within a few years He 
has drawn together a team of 
about 1700 stations scattered 
around the world which air 
these short SONlight messages 
wh ich a re fundamenta l l y 
evangelistic and educational in 
nature.

To accomplish this project the 
Lord has involved a team of 
over one-thousand teammates 
who have been involved in the 
support of SONlight outreach 
through the years in many ways. 
He also has assembled a team of 
people who are act ive in 
ministry activities, as well as 
prayer partners and others who 
enable the ministry to continue 
uninterrupted day by day Ð 
month by month. This entire 
team praises the Lord for 
opportunity to serve Him in 
these many facets. 

David will seek the LordÕs 
direct ion as he pi lots the  
organization. I will continue to 
give counsel and help as needed, 
and Dav id asks fo r your 
continued prayers for the road 
ahead. As long as the Lord 
empowers and guides, I will 
continue to teach the word of 
God, to share the Ògood-newsÓ, 
and to be of help where needed. 

A Blessing for SONlight

May God keep His mantel upon 
us all, and may we Ò...live 
worthily of the Lord and please 
him in all respects Ð bearing fruit 

in every good deed, growing in 
the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power 
according to his glorious might 
for the display of all patience 
and steadfastness, joyfully 
giving thanks to the Father who 
has qualified you to share in the 
saintsÔ inheritance in the light. 
He delivered us from the power 
of darkness and transferred us 
to the kingdom of the Son he 
loves , i n whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.Ó - Colossians 1:10-14 NET

...continued from cover

In the last five years I have been 
working at SONlight, I have 
been a part of a number of big 
changes. Most of the 
c h a n g e s w e r e 
procedural : new 
m e t h o d s f o r 
recording messages, 
new audio-editing 
s o f t w a r e , n e w 
p a c k a g i n g f o r 
mailings or other 
improvements.

Refining SONlight

E a c h o f t h e s e 
changes was made 
to either improve 
t h e q u a l i t y o f 
SONlightÕs recorded 
messages, to streamline time 
involvement, or to save money. 
SONlight is now running more 
e f f i c i e n t l y a n d e n j o y i n g 
monetary savings in numerous 
areas, and most excitingly we 
are improving the consistency 
and qua l i t y o f our rad io 
messages and their delivery.

I am thrilled that in May, we 
finally were able to begin 
publishing the SONlight radio 
messages online and in a way 
w h i c h w i l l k e e p t h e m 
permanently accessible.

SONlight Online

The downside to just radio 
broadcast was that there was no 

way for anyone to 
h e a r a S O N l i g h t 
message unless they 
c a u g h t t h e l i v e 
broadcast on the 
radio, or were given a 
SONlight CD. Now 
with our website we 
have a format that is 
accessible around the 
w o r l d w i t h a 
repository for all of 
our new messages.

This enables people 
to be exposed to 
these bible-studies 

and interviews at their own 
schedule. If a listener misses the 
beginning or ending of a live 
broadcast,  they can hear it 
online. A missionary or other 
ministry update interview can 
be shared with that personÕs 
friends and supporters, allowing 
that interview to go beyond itÕs 
typical exposure.

Incidentally, one of the most 
popular pages on the SONlight 
website is a page of interviews 
and information about the 
multi-racial ministry of Wilcrest 

The Road Behind and Ahead Baptist Church and itÕs pastor, 
Dr. Rodney Woo. Over 400 
people have viewed that page 
and have read about what the 
Lord is doing with that exciting 
church. It is even a source for 
WikipediaÕs entry on Wilcrest 
Baptist Church.

Website Successes

Since May, SONspots.org has 
been accessed by over 2000 
un ique peop le 
from 60 different 
countr ies. This 
has resulted in 
n e a r l y 1 6 , 0 0 0 
pages viewed.

Keep in mind that none of our 
60-second Evangelism SONspots 
have mentioned the website yet. 
We are working through a large 
l ib rary o f these recorded 
messages, and have not yet gone 
through and updated all of them 
w i t h t h e n e w w e b s i t e 
information. We hope and pray 
that we will be soon be able to 
remaster these messages to 
direct people to the SONlight 
website for more information 
about receiving the life-changing 
salvation of Jesus.

The Road Ahead

The change in leadership that 
the Lord has been bringing 
about these last few years, is the 
biggest change that has yet to 
happen here at SONlight. 
Harold was the LordÕs leader of 
this ministry for 33 years, and I 
am stepping into a big role. I 
have some exciting plans for 

continuing to improve this 
ministry and make the most out 
of the opportunities the Lord has 
given us, but I have some big 
hurdles in front of me.

One of the biggest needs I have 
right now is for prayer support. 
I am trying to get a strong base 
of committed prayer support, 
but have only had limited 
success so far.

My other concern 
is that the work 
that goes on at 
SONlight really 
needs me here 
full-time. There is 

so much that happens day to 
day, and so many things that 
remain to be done, that it would 
be difficult to do them without 
being on-staff full-time. 

My heart yearns to be here full-
time, but as a one-income 
family,  I understand that the 
Lord might call me back to bi-
vocational service and the 
divided and packed schedule 
that comes with that calling.

Join us in Prayer

Join us here at SONlight as we 
pray for the Lord to provide an 
explosive outpouring of new 
and renewed giving that would 
enable me to continue to serve 
the Lord here at SONlight with 
an undivided schedule, and for 
H i s c o n t i n u e d f i n a n c i a l 
provision for my family.

To become a prayer partner, email 

me at david.tate@sonspots.org

David and Lydia Tate
Joshua, William, and Josiah

David has served with 

SONlight since 2005, and 

is currently trying to gather 

100 people to pray for him 

daily. Let David know if 

you would like to commit 

to support him with prayer.

SONlight spots are broadcast from all 50 states 
and around the world in over 20 countr ies.

Gif ts to SONlight have been made in

memory of the following loved ones:

Patricia O’Neil - friend of Steven Celli


